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Instructions: Read the questions BEFORE beginning a chapter.  AS YOU READ, stop to jot down relevant page numbers and evidence.  AT THE END OF EVERY CHAPTER, go back and write a THOROUGH response to the questions from that chapter (incomplete sentences & bulleted lists are fine).  Cite SPECIFIC examples from the novel to illustrate your points and make sure you address ALL points mentioned in the question(s).
Use the example below as a model of what I’m looking for.  Assume that the question for the following example was “What events/comments/incidents from chapter 1 show Holden’s attitude towards his audience, authority, and conventional values?  What are his attitudes?”

	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence 
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	· Holden = confrontational, questions his audience’s actual interest in his story (“If you really want to hear about it …” 1).  

· His language sounds “real” – uses slang, profanity.  

· DB’s job as screenwriter for movies makes him a “prostitute” (3).
	Doesn’t trust/feel comfortable with his audience? Seems bored - could be an act to disguise vulnerability.  Doesn’t editing himself to be “polite.”  Obviously admires brother’s talent – disappointed DB “sold out” by writing for movies.  Conventional societal values suggest that money = success; by that measure, DB = successful—but not to Holden.  Seems skeptical of authority and social conventions that come with it.  


Part I – chapters 1-7

Chapter 1 
Where do you think Holden is as the story begins?  Who might he be talking to? 
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 2 
Describe Holden’s relationship with Mr. Spencer.  Does he care about the old man?  Does he want his teacher’s approval?  What does Mr. Spencer do that irritates Holden, and why is Holden upset by this?  What does the interaction reveal about Holden’s essential character/personality?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


According to Holden, why did he “leave” Elkton Hills?  Do you sense anything that Holden might be leaving out of this explanation?   Why would he do this?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 3 
Holden says that he is “quite illiterate” but also claims that he “reads a lot.”  What kinds of things does Holden read?  Does his choice of reading material tell you anything about him personally?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


How does Holden feel about Ackley?  What do Holden’s interactions with Ackley reveal about Holden himself?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 4 
How does Holden feel about Stradlater?  Is he jealous?  Contemptuous?  Threatened?  How do you interpret his behavior towards and comments about his roommate?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Why does it make Holden nervous that Stradlater is going out with Jane Gallagher?  What might Jane represent to him and what does his attachment to her reveal about Holden himself?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 5 
Why is Allie’s baseball mitt so special to Holden?  What does this attachment reveal about Holden?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Why did Holden's parents want to have him “psychoanalyzed”?  Do you think his actions were “crazy”?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 6 
Holden must know that Stradlater is physically stronger than him – what does his choice to pick a fight with Stradlater reveal about Holden?
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Holden says that he is a "pacifist."  What does that mean?  Do you think he really is one? 
	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!

	
	


Chapter 7 
Why might Holden be crying as he leaves Pencey?

	Relevant Pg. #s/Evidence
	Analysis/Commentary – be sure to address ALL points of the question(s)!
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READING GUIDE: The Catcher in the Rye, by JD Salinger











