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The Crucible Study Guide Ms. Robertson’s English III CP

Act I 

1.Write down two definitions for the word crucible. Consider throughout the play how these two definitions might apply. 

2.The play's author is _______________________ and the play was written in ______ as a protest to Senator _______________________ senate hearings attacking alleged ________________ infiltration in the U.S. government.  What did the letters HUAC stand for? 

3.Act I is set in _________________ in the __________ of ______. 

4.According to Miller's opening statements in his introduction to Act I, what were some of the causes of the "panic" that lead to the witch trials? 

5.Why is Reverend Parris reluctant to admit anything "unnatural" about Betty's illness?  

6.When speaking with Abigail, what does Reverend Parris say he definitely "saw" in the woods?  Notice the conversation that follows.  What are Reverend Parris' suspicions?  What personality traits are revealed by Abigail's responses to his queries? 

7.Give a reason why Mrs. Putnum suspects that witchcraft exists in the village. 

Several things are clarified when Abby and John Procter converse in Betty's room.  What do we learn about their history?  Carefully describe how each one feels now. 

8.Why do you think Abigail chooses Tituba to blame when Reverend Hale pressures her to confess? 

9.What fears and which people prompt Tituba's confession? 

10. By pressuring her to confess, Tituba is given what must be a unique opportunity for self expression.  What does she reveal?  What kind of person does Tituba say accompanied the devil?  

Act II

1.Act II is set in ___________________________________, __________ days later. 

2.How has Mary Warren changed and why? 

3.Describe several reasons why John is reluctant to visit Ezekiel Cheever and report his earlier conversation with Abigail. 

4.What lie does Elizabeth discover and how does it make both of them feel? 

5.Who has "somewhat mentioned" Elizabeth Proctor? What motive does Elizabeth suspect for this accusation? 

6.What reason does Reverend Hale give for his visit?  What does this reveal about his character? 

7.Why are the Proctors shocked to learn from Reverend Hale that Rebecca Nurse is under suspicion? 

8.What four tests does Hale administer to Proctor to determine his "Christian character?" How does he do on each test? 

9.Note what Elizabeth say about witches.  What does this response reveal about her character? 

10.Why is the poppet important, and where did Elizabeth get it? 

11. Why should Mary Warren be mad about this? 

12.Explain the allusion Proctor makes when he calls Hale "Pontius Pilate."  Should Proctor be so self-righteous when he calls Hale a "coward"?  Explain. 

13.What two reasons does Mary Warren give for not testifying against Abby?  What does Proctor say will be "good."  

Act III

1.Act III is set in ____________________________ approximately _______ _______ later. 

2.What is the surprising news about Elizabeth? 

3.How has Proctor encouraged Mary to come to court and give honest  testimony

4.Acording to Giles' deposition, how does Thomas Putnum stand to benefit by the trials? 5.What does the court demand of Corey that he steadfastly refuses? 

6.How do Abby and the girls fight Mary's accusations? 

7.As a last resort, what does Proctor publicly confess to? Identify and explain the two lines in his spoken confession that are connected to earlier conversations in Act. II. 

8.What was Elizabeth's Crucible? What must she believe about the situation that would lead her to answer as she did?  How must they both feel when she understands the situation clearly? 

Act IV

1.Act IV is set in _____________________ during the __________. 

2.Why does Reverend Parris want Danforth to postpone the hangings?   

3.Has Parris' core personality changed from the early part of Act I?  Why or why not? 

4.What is Reverend Hale's purpose in returning to Salem? What is his motivation?  

5.Why does Reverend Hale suggest that it is a "marvel they do not burn your province!"? 

6.Consider Hale's passionate appeal to Elizabeth.  How has his  religious faith been tested during the past three month? 

7.What is Hale's advice to her (and, by extension, John)?  What does Elizabeth mean when she says that Hale's advice is the "Devil's argument"? 

8.How has Giles Corey used the law to his advantage, and, in a sense, won his last case? 

9.Elizabeth says he is a good man, that he takes her sins on himself. What does she mean and what does this reveal about her self-image?  How has she changed? 

10.What reason does Proctor give for tearing up his confession? 

