The “Elements of Literature”

(The parts of a story/novel)

1. ____________: The people, animals, etc. that make up the story

A. Major Characters- play an important role in the story

-_______________(s)- the main character(s) the story is based on

-______________(s)- the character(s) that the protagonist has a conflict with

B. Minor Characters (supporting characters)- all other characters in the story who play a less important role

NOTE: Characters are sometimes described as being 

______ (dull characters that we never really learn a lot about) or

round (characters with a lot of personality that makes them interesting like real people). The creation of these “round” believable fictional characters is called ________________.
Suspense is usually felt during the _______________ of the story or novel.

2. __________: What happens in a story

We can “show” what happens in a story by making a plot diagram.
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(conclusion)

____________: OVERSTATE something.  To tell about something and make it seem like a bigger deal than it actually is.   

Example:  Her hair was so long she could throw it out the window and climb down it.  

Irony:  There is a discrepancy between what is written and how it is said.   WHEN SOMETHING HAPPENS and YOU WERE ______________ SOMETHING ELSE TO HAPPEN.

3. CONFLICTS within the plot:

problems the main character has within himself/herself=________conflicts or

problems the main character has with outside forces=_________ conflicts

There is only one type of internal conflict:


1. man v. self-


There are three types of external conflicts:


1. man v. man-


2. man v. nature-


3. man v. society or technology-

NOTE: The central conflict reaches its peak at the _____________ of the story.  The end of the story when the protagonist’s conflict (s) is resolved or changed is called the resolution.  (See the plot diagram)

4. SETTING: 

5. POINT OF VIEW:

A. First person narrator-


B. Third person limited-


C. Omniscient-

6. THEME:

7. TONE/MOOD: 
Tone is the attitude a writer takes towards a subject or character: serious, humorous, sarcastic, ironic, scary
Mood is the ______________ feeling of the story.  Is it happy? Sad? Hopeful?  
